SKYTHISCHE KUNST - SMARAGD. B

erally identified with Herodotus’ European S., on
the assumptions that the “sea” is the Black Sea and
that the epithet alludes to Darius’ I expedition
across the Hellespont.

In the Bab., oldest version of the Bisutan trilin-
gual, Gimirri, “Cimmerians”, always corresponds
to Old Persian Saka. Probably it had the same ge-
neric value, although this cannot be proven. The as-
sociation of the Saka and the Cimmerians parallels
the association of the I$kuzaiu and the Cimmerians
in the NA texts; there is no real proof, however,
that Saka might be identified tout court with ISkuzal
ISkuzaiu either terminologically or geographically.

§ 3. Classical Greece and Biblical sources.
“S.” first appear in the Catalogue of Women, attri-
buted to Hesiod in antiquity but written in the early
6™ cent. Herodotus offers a long description of
Scythia and of many Scythian peoples, which re-
mained authoritative in antiquity. He reports a com-
plicated story about a Scythian invasion in the Near
East (I 104—106, IV 11f.). This story is a conflation
of historical, legendary, or even mythical elements
which unfortunately has no echo in the extant
sources.

In the postdiluvian genealogies of Genesis 10, 3
(cf. 1 Chron. 1, 6), *askdnaz is son of gomer son
of Tapheth, and brother of rifat and togarmah. The
identification of these names with specific countries
has been and still is much debated. This late Bibl.
book seems to have accepted the Ass. association
I$kuzaiu-Cimmerians. Jeremiah (51, 27), casting a
spell against Nineveh, invokes an attack of the
countries Urartu and Mannea. The association to
Urartu and especially with Mannea suggests that
>ask’naz may be the country ISkuza, to be located
in the Zagros (see § 1). The sentence may refer to
alliances between countries, or to revolts of foreign
troops against the Ass. Empire during its last phase.
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Smaragd (emerald). A. Philologisch.

A gem barraqtu is attested as part of a
ring and of a necklace in two Late Bab.
texts from the Achaemenid period, BE 9,
41 and YOS 7, 61 (AHw. and CAD svv.).
H. V. Hilprecht/A. T. Clay, BE 9 (1898)
p. 30 (see also AHw. 107 and L. Koehler et
al., Hebrdisches und aramaisches Worter-
buch zum Alten Testament [1967-1995] 1,
155) have convincingly suggested that bar-
raqtu is a cognate of Hebrew bareget, Sy-
riac barqa, Sanskrit marakata and Greek
oudpaydog, all meaning “emerald”.
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Smaragd. B. Archiologisch.

S. ist eine dunkelgriine transparente Va-
rietat von Beryll, einem Beryllium-Alumi-
nium-Silikat (MOHS 7,5-8). Die Unter-
schiede in den Benennungen liegen v.a. in
der Farbe. Wahrend der einfache Beryll we-
nig Transparenz und helle Farben aufweist
bzw. triib ist, haben die als Schmucksteine
verwendeten transparenten Edelberylle ver-
schiedene Farben: z.B. griin (S.), blau und
blaugriin (Aquamarin), gelb bis goldgelb
(Goldberyll).

Bis zum letzten Viertel des 1. Jts.v. Chr.
hatten Berylle keine Bedeutung in Mesopo-
tamien, Erwahnungen fritherer Funde von
S. sind kritisch zu bewerten und moglicher-
weise Fehldeutungen.

Berylle und damit auch S. sind zumeist
in Muttergestein eingebettet. Als Fundorte
sind Indien, Iran und die Tirkei nachgewie-
sen.
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