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Conventions

Divisions, i.e. columns, on individual tablets are indicated by lowercase Roman numerals,
e.g. NN: iv 3 designates the third line of the fourth column in a particular text. In case of a
multiple-sided prism, individual sides are designated with capital A, B, efc. When referring
to series of tablets, I use capitalized Roman numerals to indicate a particular tablet of the
series, e.g. Magqlii 11 indicates the second tablet of the Maglii-series. When the beginning of
a tablet has not been preserved, I follow the conventional practice of marking the first line
with 1°.

When an incantation is physically separated by horizontal or vertical ruling on the tablet,
it is indicated accordingly in the transliteration. Incantations found among ritual agenda or
medical prescriptions are marked as such, e.g. (ritual instructions) is inserted accordingly
when an incantation is preceeded or followed by ritual instructions.

All individual incantations are named after their primary publication of the tablet (copy
or photo). When a tablet is unpublished, museum or excavation siglum is used instead, e.g.
VAT 13226. When multiple incantations occur on the same tablet, they are indicated by a, b,
c, etc, e.g. KBo 1, 18a, KBo 1, 18b etc. The same system is followed for the Catalogue of
Middle Babylonian and Middle Assyrian incantations.

If a tablet is published in photo in the CDLI-database only, it is listed under primary
publication after the corresponding CDLI number, e.g. CDLI no. P268915, in the various
tables occurring in this study, but in the main discussion it is referred to by its museum
siglum, i.e. CBS 13905. When there is no separate column for sigla in a table, the museum
siglum is found in parentheses after the CDLI-number, e.g. CDLI no. P268915 (CBS 13905).
This is to prevent confusion for the reader, who may only know the tablet by its sigil. The
same goes when a tablet is published in the present study for the first time, e.g. VAT 13226
is designated as pl. I-III under primary publication, but is referred to as VAT 13226 in the
general discussion.

No difference is made in the present study between <g> and <g> in the transliteration or
transcription of texts in the Sumerian language. The antique rubrics frequently found at the
beginning or end of an incantation are consistently written in capitals, e.g. EN and
KA.INIM.MA, and serve as visual markers as well in the modern transliteration and
translation.
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Further Conventions

Transliteration:

a-lak-ti li-mad
DUMU™eS

me.$¢ ba.da.ri
BAR/MAS
Sal-bir gis la ki

kur HU X’

a-a <h-tur
hi-li «li» il-pu-ut

{x}
/I
HUR”.SAG’

aq'(1Q)-qur
al-lu-hap-plu)

rx1

[(x)]
[...]

Conventions

Texts in italics are Akkadian

Texts in capitals are Sumerograms, while small written syllables in
superscript mark determinatives

Texts in lowercase but not in italics are unilingual Sumerian passages
Slash indicates alternative possibilities

When the exact reading is uncertain in Akkadian passages, signs are
rendered in lowercase separately

When the exact reading is uncertain in Sumerian passages, signs are
rendered in capitals

Signs omitted by ancient scribes are indicated by angle brackets

Signs erroneously inserted by the ancient scribes, i.e. dittography, are
indicated by double angle brackets

Indicates an erasure

Indicates use of Glossenkeile

A question mark in superscript indicates an uncertain reading

An exclamation mark in superscript indicates erroneous use of a sign
Square brackets are used to indicate damaged signs

Indicates that there are some traces of a sign, which cannot be
indentified due to damage

Indicates that there is possible place for an extra sign

Ellipsis marks a lacuna of an uncertain number of signs

Additional information on specific incantations:

1

Duplicate

Partial duplicate

Forerunner to later series

Only incipit cited

Cited as external incantation in ritual tablet of later series



Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Typology of Incantations

In the present study, incantations are divided according to the entity they address, i.e. regular
incantations address the disease/demon or (medical) problem directly, Kultmittelbeschwi-
rungen are incantations directed to cultic objects, and incantation-prayers are directed to
deities. As a result, the larger textual environment in which incantations are used, e.g. an
incantation-prayer to Samas can be found in an anti-witchcraft context, is of secondary con-
cern here. The main subject of a text, instead of individual incantations, can be found in §
2.1, where texts are grouped according to their textual environment, and in § 5.1, where indi-
vidual incantations are thematically grouped and their textual environment is consequently
presented.

First, we should address a basic question: what qualifies a text as an incantation? Ideally,
an incantation is designated as such by the ancient scribes through the use of paratextual
comments such as EN/Siptu(m) and KA.INIM.MA; further examples can be found in § 2.4.
Texts which lack such self-designations are identified according to contextual parallels which
can be identified as incantations. When no contextual parallels exist, we must consider the
textual environment of an incantation, e.g. recitanda found among ritual agenda or thera-
peutic prescriptions.

Kunstmann (1932) established the terminus Beschwérungsgebet,! here incantation-
prayer, which was subsequently followed in later studies, e.g. von Soden (1957-1971, 168—
170); Mayer (1976); Lenzi (2011).2 A thin line distinguishes incantation-prayers from
prayers. Ideally, both groups can be be distinguished by the use of paratextual comments,
e.g. EN and KA.INIM.MA for incantation-prayers;® unninnu, teslitu, tespitu and ikribu for
regular prayers.* In the present study incantation-prayers are understood as those prayers that
have paratextual comments corresponding to incantations, e.g. EN, KA.INIM.MA efc, those
which are recited in the context of ritual agenda® and medical prescriptions, and those which
are known to be incantation-prayers from later parallels of the First Millennium.

1 According to von Soden 1957-1971, the terminus derives originally from Benno Landsberger.

For an extended bibliography, s. Lenzi 2011, 24. A discussion of the genre of Sumerian incantation-hymns
coined as Sirnamsub(ba), s. M.E. Cohen 1975.

3 In the First Millennium a typical feature of incantation-prayers is the use of the terminus SU.IL.LA)
“lifting the hand” in the colophon. Note that in the present corpus this terminus is not attested. For a
discussion of SU.IL.LA¢), s. Frechette 2012. A study of the Emesal §u’illa-prayers is forthcoming by D.
Shibata.

4  Oshima 2011, 8.

5 Exceptions being recitanda in rituals which are clearly introduced as prayers, e.g. the Middle Assyrian
ritual in the Bit éqi (KAR 139), where recitanda are specifically introduced with i-kar-rab (1. 10) and i-
kar-rab-su (1.1.2").
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Kultmittelbeschworungen, which correspond to Falkenstein’s Weihungstyp,® are those
incantations used to consecrate cultic objects in a ritual context.”

1.2 Historical Setting

The present study focuses on the timespan between the Middle Babylonian and Middle
Assyrian periods. The Middle Babylonian period begins after the Fall of Babylon around
1595 BCE® and covers the textual data of the First Sealand Dynasty, the Kassite kings and
the Second Isin dynasty, which subsequently ruled Babylonia, and ends with the last king of
the latter dynasty, Nabd-Sumu-libiir, in 1026 BCE. The Middle Assyrian period concerns all
textual data starting with ASSur-nirart II (1424-1418/1414-1408) and ending with the last
king, Assur-bel-kala (1073—-1056).

A political change can be observed in the second half of the Second Millennium. After
the political and economic decline in the Middle East during the 16™ and 15" centuries, the
landscape changed from weak states to large territorial entities, i.e. Babylonia, Assyria,
Mittani, Hatti, AlaSiya, Arzawa. In 14" century Egypt the ruler Akhenaten moves the capital
to Akhetaten (Tell Amarna), where a group of tablets containing international correspond-
dence with the above-mentioned powers, known as the Amarna letters, yields unique insights
into the political environment of that time. These great states corresponded with each other
in Akkadian, which became the /ingua franca in this period. As a result, scribal centra were
founded in the peripheral areas of the Mesopotamian heartland which taught the Mesopo-
tamian curriculum in a variety of Akkadian and Sumerian scholarly texts, which included
magico-religious texts containing incantations. Another reason we find incantations of the
present corpus far outside the Mesopotamian heartland is the distribution of amulets, e.g. the
Lamastu-amulets from Dur-Unta$ and Susa in present day Iran.

A global overview of the geographical setting of the present corpus can be found in Figure
1; a more detailed discussion including the archival setting of tablets can be found in Chapter 3.

6 Fundamental work on the analysis of Mesopotamian incantations was conducted by Falkenstein in 1931.
He distinguished four types among the Sumerian incantations: 1. Legitimationtyp, 11. Prophylaktischer
Typ, Ill. Marduk-Ea-Typ, and IV. Weihungstyp.

7 Further discussion of the sub-genre of Kultmittelbeschwérungen can be found in Jacobsen 1946, 130—
135; Mayer 1976, 432-435 (Kultmittelgebete), Krebernik 1984, 94—-104; Michalowski 1993, 152-161;
Abusch 2003, 2-4; Rudik 2015, 63-66. As for a discussion of cultic objects, s. Selz 1997.

8 This study follows the Middle Chronology.
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